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BAO "Apologetics", "Evangelism", "Discipleship” are a little hard to read. the placement of them also might not be the
best.

Love what you did with the title though! clear, easy to read.
Birkeland, Heather Jean (Studio, 2025-01-14T719:01:06.271

BA1 | know Dr. Geisler's slides tend to have a lot of different images for the backgrounds. That actually makes it hard
for readers to follow cause there is no consistency.

I'll say feel free to stick to a theme (color, style) through out. like this sand color, bring it back to each slide, get
ride of some of the backgrounds and maybe use the "sand color" texture as some of the background or design
elements.

I'll let you know when I've gone through the whole slide, I'm just giving adjustors here and there a little bit at a
time!

Blessings,

Heather
Birkeland, Heather Jean (Studio, 2025-01-14T719:05:05.279

SH10 All comments, any images, etc. are being reviewed and will be fixed by today.

Thanks and | apologize for any mistakes or low quality, | am reviewing the slides and doing touches and

reviewing the comments to improve.
Simpson, Hannah Rose, 2025-01-20T16:29:42.922
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Why Is Witnessing
More Daunting
Than Ever Before?
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Signs of Trouble Have
Surfaced in the West

Y
These problems in
witnessing surfaced in the

West as early as the 90’




"...A major cause of our
current crisis consists of 3
world view shift from 3
Judeo-Christian
understanding of reality to

3 post-Christian one.”




What are the conditions
that created the
environment for this

Crisis?
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Historical Development of Western World Views
Changing Bdiqp Concerning God

IstCentury — > 17th Century —>19th Century — > 19th-20th Century — > 20th Century — > Late 21st Century

Pre-modern Modern Postmodern

Thomas Oden first suggested
that the modern age lasted 200
years < 1789- 1989 >




Understanding the
Post-Modern Period

Pluralism Post Modernism
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Religious Pluralism

Is the belief that all religions are true,
and they have 3 part of the truth
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BAO how does these clipart reflect the statement?
Birkeland, Heather Jean (Studio, 2025-02-06T04:51:21.278
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BAO try not to stretch the image
Birkeland, Heather Jean (Studio, 2025-02-06T04:51:34.981
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Post-Modernism

| General Characteristics
g e > It is 3 rejection of anything modern.
oA\ > Itis 3 denial of meta-narrative.
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"I define post-modern
as incredulity towards
meta-narratives.”

Jean-Frangois Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition:

A Report on Know[edge, 1984, xxiv
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Post-Modernism

In its most extreme form, it is also 3
belief that our thoughts, attitudes,

as well as our very existence is just 3
social construct and not real.




"What is real? How do you define real? If you're
talking about what you can feel, what you can
smell, what you can taste and see, then real is

simply electrical signals interpreted by your brain.”

Morpheus



Implications of Post-Modern Thought
that Affect Receptivity to the Gospel.

» Postmodern‘sfeelfree to createisrconstruct -
"knowledge’s” and.kealities.”

* Asaresult, they 3redlessand 1&5s sure about &

anything regarding Jesus. —

-

-




This Explains Why Many Are
Questioning The Biblical Story of Jesus.

The D3Vinci Code

The Lost Gospel of Judas

The Lost Tomb of Christ

The Golden Compass




Implications of Post-Modern Thought
that Affect Recep’clvﬁy to the Gospel

»  They believe persuaSlon to be Drohlbl‘ced




Implications of Post-Modern Thought
that Affect Recep’clvﬁyto ’chle_ G ospel.

*  They belleve ’cha*t to be exclusst’clc is Jco be
arroqant T, T e




Implications of Post-Modern Thought

.t
* They be

hat Affect Receptivity to the Gospel.

ieve thatGuibelidfthat Jesus s the way, the truth,

and the life is just one’of the narrativesamong  other
harratives in the world™that areequallizasivalid:

+ Their pluralistic mindsctgiNEsthem 18 internal

motivation to hear.aboutJesus.
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Historical Development of Western World Views
Changing Beliefs - Pluralism

1st Century ———— 17th-€entury —1319th Century —18th-20th Century—> 20th
Century Late 21st Century
Pre-modern Modern Postmodern
THEISM ATHEISM PLURALISM
Theism Deism-{> Naturalism— Nihilism— Existentialism—— Fill in the blank

Postmodernism
GOD Weak Theism

GOD
New Age:
Pantheism,
Monism
Bottom line: “What
@ w works for you.”
\»




Key Question

How can we talk to
people in 3 way that
creates greater interest in
hearing our gospel in
such 3 challenging world!
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If we understand the times we
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approach in withessing







BUT PRE-EVANGELISM ALSO INVOLVES HELPING
TO CHANGE THE NATURE OF THE SOIL!

OUR JOB IS TO HELP PEOPLE
TO CULTIVATE GOOD SOIL IN THEIR LIVES SO
THAT OUR SEEDS CAN BE MORE FRUITFUL!



- Pre-evangelism = Cultivating Good Soil

"As for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it. He
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one casea
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another
thirty.” (ESV) '

¢

The Parable of the Sower in Matt. 13: 23

)



Cultivating good soil is important
because people have many distortions!




A stu BBk response”

R 3Ny e hears the word of

04D and does not
understandi® the evil one comes

2 :ahc'f'sn'?’cches way what has been

~ sown in his leeart. This is what was

® sown

along th@path. (Matt. 13:19 ESV)
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uestion brought
ollowing verses:

Jer.17:9

Eph. 418

o Rom 1:’18-—19

1 Cor. 2:14



Distortions about
...themselves

...God the
Father

... Jesus Christ




t’s Question

od just let
4 /
eaven7



" Could | put a little sewage in

e B _; .'-,“.

s __your water?

If not do you see how
=something can seem so
small but in reality still have
L a huge impact?

"‘
So is it possible our “sins”
could'cause a bigger barrier
between us and God than

we think?




HOW JESUS TRY TO CULTIVE GOOD SOIL IN Matt: 19:16-227¢

)Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be perfect,
qo sell your possessions and give to the poor,
and you will have treasures in heaven. Then
come, follow me.’

‘When the young man heard this
He went away sad, because
he had great wealth.”




Ihconsistent Beliefs

What were the two inconsistencies -
ruler to see’

A. 1am 3 good person,
| keep all of the

commahdments.

B. | care about financial
wealth more than
following Jesus.
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How do | practice
pre-evangelism?
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If we understand the times
we live in we will repackage
our approach in withessing.
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THEY RE STRONGER
TOGETHER . hi
O-\Sap\es 1p




NORM GEISLER
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“If we defend the gospel with our
minds, but betray the gospel with
our lives, the greatest intellectual
defense of the gospel will fall to the

ground!”

NEIM




A 2018 Barna poll revealed that
almost half (47%) of all practicing
Christian millennials think sharing

your faith is wrong.

.com/research/millennials
-evangelisir
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“Yet 94-97% agree that the best
thing their friends and loved ones
can do is come to faith in Jesus.”

https://www.barna.com/research/millennia
Is-oppose-evangelism/
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n' 2019 the Barna Group
asked 1,001 non-
practicing Christians
about the “qualities...

~  they value in a person

with whom they would
talk about spiritual

the following results:
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“1.-62% said they would talk to someone
about faith who “Listens without
judgment.”

. 90% said they would talk to someone
about faith who “Does not force a
onclusion.”

3. 43% said they would talk to someone
about faith who “Allows others to draw
their own conclusions.”

Barna Group, Reviving Evangelism, 2019,
p.45 °
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[t’s hot that
Christian millennials
don’t want to share

the good news ...

47



a certain kind EVANGELISM,
a certain kind of APOLOGETIC,
and a certain kind of DISCIPLESHIP
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WHAT IS A CERTAIN KIND...?

One that uses an approach that is more
conversational.
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We live in 3
world in which
people are

reluctant to be
told what is true!
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WHAT IS A CERTAIN KIND...?
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- One that seeks to build spiritual bridges...
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...to your
unbelieving
friends from
the standpoint
of their |
interest, not
your own!







"The nail that sticks further out is the first .
that gets hammered down.” 7



Topics for your neighbor
co-worker or school friend.

R '.‘;?,’.'\;s. e }
R ARS £ 1.

‘.\: s e T e

> o

* Float a “spiritual
balloon.”




Sorry to hear
about the loss of
your sister. | will
certainly keep your
family in my
prayers.







B Topics for your
nelghbor Oor CO- worker

* Find some kind of
conhnection in your
conversations with
people that will make
them want to re

~ on spiritual topi
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WHAT IS A CERTAIN KIND...?

- One that allows others to discover the truth
for themselves by asking thought-provoking
questions about what they say they believe.
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How is it possible...?

... to believe that there is no
God and yet believe in such
non-material things as truth,
love, beauty, and goodness?
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Why Asking Question

‘e

‘A person can close his ears to facts
he does not want to hear, but if a

_— pointed question causes him to form

~/ the answer in his own mind, he

" cannot escape the conclusion—

because it’s a conclusion that he

reached himself.”

David Reed, Jehovah’s Witnesses Answered Verse
by Verse, (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986) p. 113

“onversational EVANGELISM
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WHAT IS A CERTAIN KIND...?

One that compels us to maximize our
questions...
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..oy Remember the Three D’s of
Conversational Evangelism?




Jesus practiced this model...

" Jesus anhswered her, ”lfyou knew the giﬂ of God,
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me 3
drink,” you would have asked him, and he would

have given you living water.” Un. 4:10 ES.V.)



What is a Certain Kind of Evangelism...!




In the same 2018 Barna poll,
they revealed that...



...these same
Christian Millennials
said that they have
confidence in
sharing their faith!
73% say they know
how to handle

objections.



So, what should we
conclude about.these
findings?
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But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as |
holy, always being prepared (ready) to make
3 defensive to anyone who asks you for 3
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and respect.”

1 Peter 3:15




What is 3 Certain
Kind of
Apologetics!




Norman Geisler, Baker
Encyclopedia of Christian
Apologetics, p. 37
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What Does It Mean To “Be Ready”
in 1 Peter 3:15/¢
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That Was The Apostle Paul’s Practice!
In Acts 17




Persuodlng ’rhem From Nature

Paul’s Gpprocch N Ac’rs 17:29

“Being then God’s offspring,
we ought not to think that the
divine being is like gold or
silver or stone, an image
formed by the art and
imagination of man.”

Acts 17:29 ESV




N

"You and | should be so changed by Christ
that we care about the lost around us that
we will eagerly look for those
opportunities to remove barriers and help
them take steps to the cross, whether we
are asked 3 specific questions or not.”

RS Dr. David Geisler

o




The Bottom Line
Concerning 1 Peter 3:15




WHAT IS A CERTAIN KIND OF APOLOGETICS?
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- One that compels us to also use a “lite”
approach in our first encounter with skeptics.




When we evangelize, we need
to know where people are at.




I you were coming to the end of
4. your life and met Jesus and other 2
A great religious leaders, each
suggesting 3 different path, |
| whose advice should you take?




Wouldn’t
you take the
advice of
someohe

who’s been

to the other
side and
come back
to tell us

about it?



Remember the 4 and the 3!

en ber the four key facts that
{inon-believers will agree with
stians concerning Jesus’ life.
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Remember The Four Facts...

3d by crucifixion.

. Sc ﬁfﬂ'f a9 happened to convince a
aumber of his disciples that he

ected from the dead.

e O T

4. His disciples (who knew him the
were willing to die for their belief
Jesus appedred to'them. #5 «
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ha sinless and

prophecy written

eds >f years before he was

aver born.

3. He died-on-the cross.and rose
from the deaﬂ:@”-“Mﬁﬂg £
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WHAT IS A CERTAIN KIND OF APOLOGETICS?

- One that models a two step approach.
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The Twelve Points Consists of:

il

Establish Establish
Theism Christianity
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The Apostle Paul kept

in mind this two-step...

The Apostle Paul’s
approach was different

depending on the
worldview of the
audience he spoke to.

91



How we dmiogue




Why is understanding
worldviews so important
in evangelism?




"If 1 am to help people who
are not interested in
looking at Jesus because
they are quite happy with
what they believe, | must
first set about
understanding what it is
that they believe”

Nick Pollard, Evangelism Made
Slightly Less Difficult, p.47 « o

\!
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— "I must do everything | can

to understand their
worldview. Only then will |
know what kinds of
questions to raise with
them.”

Nick Pollard, Evangelism Made %

Slightly Less Difficult, p.47
m!ﬁ
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THREE MAJOR RELIGIOUS WORLD VIEWS
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God Made All God Is All  No God At Al




Step 1: Establish Theism



What we need to remember about witnessing! ‘

2 RPeople may not be open to hearlng |

...the Word of Ged,
...miraculous acts of Ged,
...the salvation of Ged—







Personal Example:

Vo Nl ¥ ’| believe we all have the power
! 'f' - |/ . /"
. to do what Jesus did.

A M Hindu Grad Student,
A University of Texas at Austin
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= MINDS

GOD'S TRUTH:

Written on Our
A 2
HEARTSv

w/ Dr. David Geisler



Step 2: Establish
Christianity
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Jesus Had 3 Twin Brother

’...it’s more likely (that Jesus had 3
twin brother) than the ideg that
God raised Jesus from the dead...”

William lane Craig vs Bart Ehrman, College of

the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts, USA
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"Is it really more likely
that Jesus had 3 twin
brother than the ide3 that
God raised Jesus from the
dead, if miracles are
possible?”

Dr. David Geisler




The Bible Can Be Trusted
|.If God exists,.then miracles are possible

ILIn the r\g*:le's’l]‘é ETéTEntéd.to be: God®




What is 3 Certain Kind of
Apologe’cics...?




...remembers the domino
principle in apologetics!




If you can i
believe the big .= w0 ™
miracle,you &
can believe in
the little
miracles!




“How can you believe

the Bible. when it was

. /.,.*#,}

writtenibyiso many

- “‘:-; o R o o =

- dlf.feretpeOpIe who

T s RS T :
s wereilmperfect’?” =
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A young skeptic' in ltaly




Here is'the truth | want this
young mgg,to understand
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: If God can do the big miracles...He
S certainly can do the little-miracles!
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Wouldgyou agree that if there is
A God who can create the
unlverse then He’s powerful enough ¥
,*to ensure that what He wants to,
communlcate to us reaches us,
“Even through imperfect people?”




His reply:

“l wouldicertainly see,this

n ’ ._é;’h q%f‘f
Issuelas; essdproblematlc 2




What is 3 Certain Kind of
Apologe’cics...?




Why?

Evidence alone will not help someone to welcome Christ!




You need the ministry of the Holy Spirit




Remember also that non-believers
do not reject Christianity because
of the lack of evidence.
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Remember that non-believers
rimary barrier is not intellectual.




Implications







Futher Implication
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Another Implication
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What is a Certain Kind of Apologetics...!
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a certain kind EVANGELISM,
a certain kind of APOLOGETIC,
and a certain kind of DISCIPLESHIP
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What is 3 Certain Kind of
Discipleship...?




Remember that the Bible doesn’t teach
us just to

Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit,20 teaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

(Matt. 28:19-20)



What is 3 Certain Kind of
Discipleship...?

One that understands
that that mandate should

precede the mission.




"The mandate
should precede

the mission.”

vy 3

‘ A Certain Kind, p. 112

Rev. Edmund Chan

l w



"2 "The mandate focuses on our
walk in God, and the mission
focuses on our work for God.
The mandate focuses on
character, whereas the mission
focuses on accomplishments.
The mandate focuses on being,
¥ the mission focuses on doing.”

s

Pastor Edmund Chan, A Certain Kind, p. 113 > : :.::,i l '_: '_.- b
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What is 3 Certain Kind of
Discipleship...?

One that understands that...




"...the key to abiding in
Christ Cour MASTER) is...”

’...Acknowledqing and
mourning our spiritual
poverty!”

Rev. Edmund Chan
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What is 3 Certain Kind of Discipleship...?
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..By modeling...

A Certain Kind of Evangelism

A Certain Kind of Apologetics

A Certain Kind of Discipleship
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BUILDING A BRIDGE USING
THE FIVE PLANKS

.l am accountable.”

. cannot measure up.”

. lam a sinner.”

.l need an outside source for help.”

. ‘I need what only Jesus can give.”






believers

surface thJ

truth that =
accountable to
our Creator in

some way. .




We are accountable

to our parents as children!




We are accountable to our teachers as children
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and I were created%ﬂ understand
Mntabnlnty, should‘:t we
® in some way to our
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'Help the no. '

the truth th
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Our own — 8k
experience = -
teaches us also S
that at times — i &
we can’teven _ *‘%\_ =
measure up % N -
toourown & i} =
standards. & &' b
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PLANK TWO: | cannot measure up

» For example It bothers me that |
am not a better to
my (children/brother/sister) or a
better to my
(spouse/parents).

o ]



PLANK TWO: | cannot measure up

- Now many of us feel this sense of aIie‘ndioQ
because of this separation from our Creator,
but some of us may try to bring about greater
reconciliation by doing good things to make up
for our short comings.

= The problem is that no matter how much good
we do...it is still not going to make a difference.
Let me explain what | mean by this by giving an |
illustration.




REANK TWO: | cannot measure up

Suppose you have done something to hurt your spouse, f
significant other, or good friend deeply. How can you
reconcile with them? Can you do something very nice and
sacrificial for their parents that will bring about a restored
relationship? Obviously not.

« S0 why would we think that by doing good things for
others that somehow that will help us in our relationship

with our Creator?




Now ik you and I have
a standard of what is
right and wrong and
we don’t live up to it,

can you imagine that
God’s standard might
be higher than our own?



g

S

- from my Creator.”

o} ey

= 3rdPlank s




We know that people like
Mother Teresa and
Gandhi did some

good things in their life.




&

But we also know others that
did some really evil things




‘“But I’l1 be honest with
you...it’s not just the
evil in other people

that bothers me. _
The evil in my own life (sl
bothers me as well! (&8
In fact, you don’t have
to look in the Bible
to see what God
says about me.
Just ask my wite!”




PLANK THREE: | am a sinner

.
» The Bible teaches that our rebellion
against God has.caused a separation
between God andk »




PLANK THREE: | am a sinner

o,

= Now if our sins have to be Judgekwe are not capable of

changing our situation, what cany |

Answer: We need to turn to an outside source.

(This then allows us to look for another way other than  our
own effort)







When"
a dirty table, do yout
a dirty or a clean cloth?



= Would you agree that a du-ty thmg
cannot clean itseli?

" Would you agree tha
person who can clean away our sins
must be periectly clean himselx?



imed to forgive sins
the same time lived a
life Himself?
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Christ’s Unique Life

Jesus unigue in living a
he also gave evidence



Christ’s Unique Life

{AOW any other person Iin

« Do-you-know why it IS so ImpQ@
for Christians that Jesus actu

rose from the dead?(Rom. &:
R e £



Christ’s Unique Life

Answer:
e th at same power that

g% i AN
3ec ?4‘4/3' ’ power in my life,
-,L,u-u-#”, etter

to my-(ehi-ldrenlbrotherlmste

a better= “ to }
spouse, (pa_[ﬁ%.a..- £ '-g




One on One Role PI

1. Have each person practlce Wlth another person
giving these five points to a gospel presentation
following the handout you were given. Use either the
illustrations that the speaker gave or come up with
your own examples.

2. The person who plays the role of the non-believer can
raise concerns at each point of the Five planks but try
not to be too obnoxious.

3. After you get through this exercise talk about it and
give some suggestions for how you would
communicate this message even better next time.

- Conversational EVANGELISM




SOMETHING TO CONSIDER







Slide 173

BAO "Apologetics", "Evangelism", "Discipleship” are a little hard to read. the placement of them also might not be the
best.

Love what you did with the title though! clear, easy to read.
Birkeland, Heather Jean (Studio, 2025-01-14T719:01:06.271

BA1 | know Dr. Geisler's slides tend to have a lot of different images for the backgrounds. That actually makes it hard
for readers to follow cause there is no consistency.

I'll say feel free to stick to a theme (color, style) through out. like this sand color, bring it back to each slide, get
ride of some of the backgrounds and maybe use the "sand color" texture as some of the background or design
elements.

I'll let you know when I've gone through the whole slide, I'm just giving adjustors here and there a little bit at a
time!

Blessings,

Heather
Birkeland, Heather Jean (Studio, 2025-01-14T719:05:05.279

SH10 All comments, any images, etc. are being reviewed and will be fixed by today.

Thanks and | apologize for any mistakes or low quality, | am reviewing the slides and doing touches and

reviewing the comments to improve.
Simpson, Hannah Rose, 2025-01-20T16:29:42.922



